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SCOTTISH CONTINUING INTERNATIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
SYMPOSIUM
LEADING LEARNING 

TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE CLASSROOM
Wednesday 10 June, 2009
The Radisson Hotel, Edinburgh
Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Avis Glaze 

 Formerly Education Commissioner for Ontario, Canada

The symposium is organised as part of the Scottish Continuing International Professional Development Programme facilitated by LTS. It will address the key issue for all educators as Scotland implements Curriculum for Excellence: how to ensure that the principles underpinning Curriculum for Excellence translate, in the classroom, into real improvements in achievement and attainment for Scottish children.
Dr. Avis Glaze has played a key role in implementing systemic change in education and has been central to the turnaround in school performance across Ontario.  Dr. Glaze held the post of Education Commissioner for the Province of Ontario and Senior Policy Adviser to the Minister on Equity and Character Education. The focus of the keynote address will be leadership of learning, with an emphasis on what makes a difference to the quality of teaching and learning in the classroom.
The symposium will include practical workshops that will be led by participants of the SCIPD study visits to Ontario. These participants represent a wide number of local authorities across Scotland and they will share insights into their experience and the impact the international study visit has had on their professional practice. 
The emphasis across the Province of Ontario has been on improving student achievement and ‘closing the gap’, through leadership development, capacity building, professional accountability 
and learning from research findings.  Over the past decade, student achievement across the Province has improved significantly.  One of the keys to this success is the focus on professional learning within the system and demonstrating respect for educators in terms of the pivotal role that they play in improving schools.  In Ontario, improvement in education is being realised without rancour or ranking.  They describe their system as one that has high expectations, high challenge and high support.

The symposium will have relevance for every educator in Scotland with an interest in raising standards of student achievement through motivational leadership, the management of change and capacity building in the teaching profession. It will also be of interest and relevance to Education Conveners and others with responsibilities for promoting educational improvement.  
The symposium is free to all teachers and educational administrators from across Scotland.  Attendance will be on a ‘first come’ basis and early registration is advised as places are limited.

Please email Nicole at Learning and Teaching Scotland for further information and for registration details.

N.Ambrose@LTScotland.org.uk
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