

The Amazon rainforest lies in the upper section of Brazil, south of the equator. It’s the biggest rainforest in the world and it’s so huge that it is 5,500,000 km2. The climate in the rainforest is quite hot and the temperature is between 20-25 degrees, and sometimes it can even rise up to 30 degrees! The rainforest has the word “rain” in it because it rains just about everyday and it has over 200cm of annual rainfall every year. Since the temperature is very high, the storms and common and it’s always very humid. In one word we can say that the rainforest is very sticky. 
          The rainforest has 4 layers which are super canopy, the canopy, Understroey and the forest floor. The super canopy is the highest tree, the canopies are the other trees, the understroey is the middle of the trees and the forest is the floor of the rainforest. Plants that grow on the rainforest don’t get much light because of the canopies blocking the sunlight. 
There’s millions and millions of trees in the rainforest and some can even grow up to 40 meters tall, so they can reach the sunlight. Also there are lots of lianas, which are large, long, green plants that look like ropes and most of the time they hang from the trees. The trees of a tropical forest are so densly packed that rain falling on the canopy can take as long as 10 minutes to reach the ground. The leaves from the rainforest trees have downward curving tips so that when it’s raining, the rain doesn’t damage the leaf. 

       The rainforest is a home to over 50 million animals and the animals treat it like a home. A typical four square mile patch of the rainforest contains as many as 1,500 flowering plants, 750 species of trees, 400 species of birds, 150 species of butterflies and 3,000 fish. 
Animals love lining in the rainforest because they have plenty of food and water and they also don’t have to worry about freezing cold winters. Most of the animals of the rainforest find food high in the trees like fruit, nuts, water and sometimes even animals eat each other! 
One of the animals that lives in the rainforest is the Kincanchon. The Kincanchon is a very small animal that eats fruit, bird eggs and frogs. Its tongue is 6 inches long, and it helps it to take bird eggs from a distance. It can also escape quickly by turning its feet backwards! One of the other animals that live in a rainforest is the Anaconda. The Anaconda is a type of a dangerous snake, and it escapes from predators by sliding in the water. It eats fish, frogs and birds.  

There are lots of poisonous animals in the Amazon rainforest like snakes and frogs, which can use their poison to kill their preys and predators. The insects make up the largest single group of animals that live in the rainforest. 
          Not only animals and plants live in the rainforest, but some people do too! The people who live in the rainforest are called “The Native People”. At one time almost 10 million Native Indians occupied the lands of the rainforest! Now over 250,000 native people live in the tropical forests, and they speak 170 languages. They live in small villages and they have a few houses made out of materials from the rainforest. They take all of their food from the forest and make their own clothes. 
The Native children, who live in the rainforest, do many of the same things that you do like play with friends, do chores and go to school. Since the “rainforest kids” live close to the nature, they learn in their school things that are helpful in the environment around them. They learn things like how to fish, hunt, collect materials, and food from the rainforest and learn which plants and animals are poisonous. They need to know all these things because they spend most of their time outdoors. They are very intelligent even though they never used technology. 

          The rainforest is one of the most important things on earth, but most people don’t care about it, and they don’t have a clue how important it is. We get lots of products from the rainforest that we see in supermarkets today, like cocoa (chocolate), sugar, spices, bamboo, pineapples and rubber. Also there are lots of plants in the forest that can cure lots of illnesses, they are the medicines that we use today. The Amazon rainforest takes up most of the Brazil and it’s, a home to over half of the world species. It has hundreds and thousands of trees, which contain lots of food and shelter for the animals living there. 
 Unfortunately global warming is happening. When people pollute the planet, the gases make a layer around the earth. It is made out of carbon dioxide. These are called The Green House gases. They are called that because when the sun hits the earth they heat then bounces back. But the Green House gases trap some of the heat. Now we have polluted it too much and no sunlight and heat can get out so our planet is turning hotter. Trees help the world by taking in carbon dioxide and giving us oxygen. One of the threats to the rainforest is deforestation. Deforestation is when people cut down the trees for paper, road building, mining, cattle ranching and for things made out of wood. When people cut down the trees, they also kill the animals that live on the trees and get food from it. Lots of animal species are in danger and there’s only a few of them in the world. By cutting down the rainforest we are losing lots of plants that give us medicines and food. We are losing 137 plant and animal species everyday. 
       If you want to help the rainforest, animals, plants and the whole world you can re-use, reduce and recycle! Please don’t pollute, don’t use lots of energy, don’t use a lot of paper and be Eco friendly! Even one person can make a difference and please tell everybody why the rainforest is so important. We need trees very much! 

